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1. Four twin-engine aircrail, six biplanes and fran 3C to 35 single-eugire
) gl
planes were parked at tue Xoethen (it 52/D 65) airfield on 7 January 1550,
25%§X1X Anbulance |rucks were assigned Lo the field: 25X1

Some of these trucks were secn in toun hauling food rations.

Two cantonment buildings, each 100 meters scuare, snd several small
cantonment buildings with bombs were on the south edge ol tiie field.
Each bomb wns about 100 centimsters long and 4O centimeters in diameter.
Ammunition was stored in four canto::men‘b bulldings on tue nortn edge o
the field.

2. wo Jemman workers ecuployed at the field stated: The old Basadorfer-
strasse was converted into a taxiuay, 25 meters wide. A new detour was
scheduled to run 400 meters east of the field. An zrea of from 160 to
180 "Morgen® (about 100 to 1lu acres) was confiscated in early Decem--
ber 1949. and expansion work started at the field. The¢ new runway was to
be 60 x 1,700 meters. Construction work, done by 500 workers, was to be
completed by July 1950, The construction cost was estimated at 9 million
marks. The runway was to have a depth of 30 centimeters, 75 to €0 percent

25X1X of it filled with gravel, topped by a 6 to 7.5-centimeter concrete iayer.
A dredger had arrived,

3., There was no flying at the field oh 10 January 1950. rourteen single-
engsine aireraft were parked in front of the two eastern hangars nnd three
tw:m—engine and two single-engine planes in front of the western nangar,

A firing range, about 50 x 400 meters, protected on botn sides by
earthwalls and logs, was on the enstern edge of the field. A grab
dredper had excavated an about 1 x 50 x 400-meter area soutn of tne
firing range. One third of the length of tiie construction site had been
secured by woodwork (5-meter long bemns) As more ground was beling sur-
veved the ¢onstruction area was apparently to be enlarged. Three ammuni+
tion wheds, the largest about 10 x 35 meters, were on the south edge
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of tic field, to which a railroad suur track ran. Ilore b.mbs .and
shells were niled nexrby in the oneu. iwapty bomb cases weré seattered
around. wstisated length of bombs: 1 meter, diamete:: 30 em. rour
cantonment bullding's were west ol the amumunition duip, Large quanti«
ties of recently arrived cesent pipes, esch L meter in diaseter, were
~hored between tine a:aunition duwp and the cantonee .t buildiags. lue
pipes were probeuly for use in a dralasye sysiew. Surveylay work was
heing done outslue tuv field. Loesl recidents sald tuat adjacent fieids
25X1X had been conliscated to expand tae airfielid. luree battalions, each
ecui:ped vith four henvy aortars, were drilling at tae airfield.

L. There wns little flying at the field frow 19 December 145 to
<0 January 1S50 as tae ieather w s .ostly unfarable. ~ About 45 aircralt
oi four b ues wer. parked outside tue nangaes on <U January 1950,

5. Deseription ol tue few firhters, winich were robably stationcd st wac
¥ » 1 J
field Lemporarily:

Taree=bladed propeller, laniing sesar retracting iawar., Fikor tube av
ri nt wing, wincs isired iclo Tusela e, connon Jirin, Lar.ugh propeller
tub, machine  un Lurou,u prop.ller dlisk.

6. ieseription of ivo-s.at deadbers:

Threesvladed propellcer, a.l-meiu-l iairing, landi... :¢nr faired nrd
apparently retractin; oubmsra, two canions unuer vings, a toird
preswiably fid n,. throu;s propeller hub, renr svunerts station in
entirely :lased cocknit, sneine wita Liculd cooling. 4 bloci, presua-
ably for tuce iasuull:biot ol a loos an.enna, .ounted about 1) .cters for-
ward ol rudder sssenbly, but no loop antenna or Liac like w3 seen on
any plane. iaii vhecl nit retractsbie, ritot tube on rigot ving. Span
about 15 seters; lenzun sbout 1L weters, weirnt up to upper ed,e ol o chk-
pit about 3.30 meters. o bomb release :ecuqnis. was obscrved. bngine
conling ‘mud tip o) rudd:r assembly painted blue,

7. A construcui.n en incer einloyed al Lhe lield stated! & lar, eescale
construction grojuct wi.s ulwer vay at the ficld, At first cautowmoeut
butldings wepre butli sl the soubneast corier of tee ficld znd t.e reile
road spuor trach was entended in tuat direction. o construction ol &

60 x 1,200-mecer ruy oy w s ho e completed by add=Suwier of 1$50. Cone
structlon verk on Lac rugwsy of Lae Dessau 30 L2/ Oo) airfleld w e nenring
comnletion,

€, nNorth of the field kasernes trnere wis an acaunibion dumgp of lhe Soviet
amy witte stationad at the field (for lo:ation see Auaex 1), Tue svidiors
worc rer=ber erec, black cpaulets. lne smmunition ducp was capecislly
fenccd 4p ‘1 consisicd of four dugs-in buniter-like sheds, cach about 3 x 15
nmeters, nc¢ coverod by = 1. seter earth .ayer. The Jirin. range on the
western edsy of tue field wag nein, cousiderably enlarsed, ‘the fuel
dusce on Lie easter: edge off Ltuc field was t=moved to tue sout.iest corner,
It consisted oi 11 tu,.-in and © surdace coatalsers ol .ediua sizme. ihe
smmunition ;-d bomb dumn in tite scutaessi corner of the rielc was seing
Jenced ir anc uine sanunition stored in Lhie open protected oy a ¥eo.. A
ner wooden sneu wus about 2% x O x 1l ueters. Jive uew canlo.useat bHuile
dinzs, whien were wrectud west ol tue aamuaition du .p in iste-Decenber
19L%, were ;resu.ably Lo serve as biliets [or woro.rs, auny drainae

pipes, each WO centimeters lon, wad 50 centlueters in disieiler, wnd

sravel were stored near Lie canbto.sent buiiidings. & conecrelc mixer
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and a dredger were also tihe-e.

Y. Ihe field was still occusied by about 7.0 to LU0 air force DErsoaried

It wns strictly j»fu:,rqgl;i. | | 25X1
25X1
25X1B
25X1A | IGDI!L‘.“LEHL :
25X1 as | Itimt expansion work was done at Lie girficld

and on Lhe runv.ay. ILe e.istence oi the Aanuunition or bomd du.p accounts

for tne presence of a yround attscK re_iuent. Fart of tue stored Rw.uni-

tion is apparently assicned to an amy uniis. Besides the .round attaclk

regimenl, an air recoamaissaucy regiment is assu.ea Lo be stationed at Lje

field, 25X1B
25X1B

b, The attachud photograpn of tie swaunition wiles, vmken by anotne.

source®; is transmitted in answer to a special inquiry on the presence

of anmunition dumns,

Amnex- @ Koethen Airfield
25X1A

25X1

Approved For Release 2003/12/22 : CIA-RDP82-00457R004700140005-7



